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Subject language

• Vruchtbaarheid
• Ovulatie/eisprong
• Rolpatroon
• Genderneutraal

Academic language

• Afnemen
• Onderscheid
• Plaatsvinden
• Groepsdruk



Source: Escher



Languages in Education

Source: European Centre for Modern Languages
 www.ecml.at

http://www.google.nl/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme20122015/Synergies/tabid/725/language/en-GB/Default.aspx&ei=RL1ZVeZixf5Q_-WA2A0&bvm=bv.93564037,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNGZfM1ShY-g_kjAPNWrRxXEI0imrQ&ust=1432030777167324


Languages in Dutch Secondary education

• Dutch as language of instruction and communication

• English mandatory subject

• French/German/Spanish in junior high, electives in senior

• Some schools offer Arabic, Turkish, Russian, Italian, …

• Little attention for home/heritage languages in learning

• 20% of secondary schools offer a bilingual program:

• 50% of all subjects in English

• International orientation and intercultural citizenship



Some concepts
• Bilingual education: 

 organizational approach
• Content and Language Integrated Learning: 

 pedagogical approach
• Language-focused content teaching: 

 whole-school approach

• Principles:
• We teach/learn any content/subject through language
• We need/develop language for/through content learning
• Relevant in any language: L1, L2, Lx?



Bilingual education in Nederland

150/700 schools





Dutch bilingual education Standard:
certified membership of schools' network

• Curriculum program:
• 50% in English

• Subject outcomes:
• No compromise on level

• Language proficiency:
• English > standard
• Dutch = standard

• CLIL pedagogy:
• Integration, activation

• International orientation:
• (online) collaboration
• Intercultural citizenship

http://www.europeesplatform.nl/tto
http://www.ikkiestto.nl/


Quality procedure

• Schools adhere to the standard
• Become candidate network member
• Network quality visit every five years:

• Self-evaluation
• Lesson observations
• Interviews
• Document study

• Active membership
• Collaboration among member schools
• Teacher professional development programs
• Whole school approach development

http://www.europeesplatform.nl/tto


Content and language integrated learning

“CLIL is a dual-focused educational approach 
in which an additional language is used 
for the learning and teaching of both 
content and language.”



Content perspective

“CLIL is a dual-focused educational approach 
in which an additional language is used 
for the learning and teaching of both 
content and language.”

“CLIL is a dual-focused educational approach 
with an additional focus on language for 
the learning and teaching of content, 
which also supports language learning.”



Role of language in subject learning?

Subject content

Subject 
language School 

language

Subject 
literacy



Language perspective

“CLIL is a dual-focused educational approach 
in which an additional language is used 
for the learning and teaching of both 
content and language.”

“CLIL is a dual-focused educational approach 
with an additional focus on content for 
the learning and teaching of language, 
which also supports content learning.”



Domain proposals for Language curriculum in NL

Source: 
Visie
Meesterschapsteams
MVT en NL, 2018



CLIL or ‘just good teaching’?

Elements for effective CLIL (I):
• Identify the concepts, processes and 

skills learners need to learn the subject 
content.

• Identify the language requirements of the 
subject.

• Identify opportunities for developing cross-
cultural understanding in the subject.

• Identify the thinking skills learners need to 
develop.

• Set relevant content and language goals.



CLIL or ‘just good teaching’?

Elements for effective CLIL (II):
• Connect to prior knowledge
• Select resources to support learning
• Adapt and sequence resources, teaching and 

learning activities
• Support & stimulate learners’ understanding
• Support learners’ active participation and 

production
• Support learners’ progress
• Evaluate teaching and learning



Constructive alignment
(Biggs, 1996)



CLIL in history teaching: practices
Oattes, Wilschut, de Graaff, Fukkink & Oostdam

• focus on history content through language?
focus on language in history content?

• observation & analysis of 40 CLIL history lessons and 20 
regular history lessons (gr. 7 and 9)

• 8 teachers in parallel CLIL and regular lessons
• 3 raters for content, 3 raters for language

• analysis
• comparison between teacher-student interaction
• comparison between teaching in L2 and L1
• comparison on history content knowledge between CLIL and regular 

students



History lesson language analysis

Focus on language-pedagogical core issues?

Do teachers facilitate:
• exposure to input
• meaning-focused processing
• form-focused processing
• opportunities for output & interaction
• use & development of communication strategies

(de Graaff et al., 2007; based on Long’s 10 methodological 
principles for effective L2 teaching)



Language focus in CLIL history

• exposure to input    3.58 
• meaning-focused processing  3.35
• form-focused processing   0.74
• output & interaction   2.67
• communication strategies   0.26
       
• example 1: focus on meaning + output
• example 2: input + focus on meaning + output
• example 3: input + focus on form
• example 4: focus on form + output



History lesson content analysis

Focus on subject-pedagogical core issues:

Teacher pays attention to:
• explicit content learning goals
• development of core concepts
• opinions, perspectives, evaluations
• chronology and context
• human acting
• historical reasoning

No main differences between teaching in L1 and L2



History knowledge test

History Knowledge Test = 40 identical MCQs (Part A and Part B)



History knowledge test results



Whole school approach:
Language focused content teaching

What about the role of languages in all other (non-
bilingual) programs, where language is core and where 

multilingualism is common?

Language-focused content teaching (Hajer, 2018; Hajer & 
Meestringa, 2020) is content teaching in which both content 
and language goals are explicitly aimed at. Those goals are 
developed simultaneously, by teaching and learning that is 
‘context-rich, interaction-rich and support-rich’

www.taalgerichtvakonderwijs.nl
www.leoned.nl  

http://www.taalgerichtvakonderwijs.nl/
http://www.leoned.nl/


CLIL Quick Scan 
(Language-sensitive content teaching. Hajer & Meestringa, 2020)

Context of subject content

Interaction

Language support



CLIL Quick Scan 
(Language-sensitive content teaching. Hajer & Meestringa, 2020)

Context and subject content
• I link subject content to prior knowledge and experiences.
• I pay attention to lesson objectives.
• I am attentive to core concepts.
• I pay attention to subject’s own working and thinking methods.
• I encourage pupils to actively engage with subject content.
Interaction

Language support



CLIL Quick Scan 
(Language-sensitive content teaching. Hajer & Meestringa, 2020)

Context and subject content

Interaction
• I ask different types of questions.

• I let students speak often.

• I provide support in carrying out assignments.

• I pay attention to goals and process during debriefing.

• I allow students to learn collaboratively.

Language support



CLIL Quick Scan 
(Language-sensitive content teaching. Hajer & Meestringa, 2020)

Context and subject content

Interaction

Language support
• I make subject language goals explicit.

• I use understandable language.

• I provide feedback on professional/academic language use.

• I provide language goals and directions on subject tasks.

• I provide language support with subject tasks.

• I provide (individual) support with language needs.



Hajer & Meestringa, 2020

Concept-context
Context

Core concepts

Thinking skills

Content and language goals



Hajer & Meestringa, 2020

Asking rich questions

Generating rich answers

Giving clear instructions

Interactive task performance

Feedback on learning outcomes

Interaction



Hajer & Meestringa, 2020

Scaffolding

Feedback on language use

Setting language goals

Clear instructions

supporting language use



Tendency of subject teachers  teaching for 
L2 learners/users

• Diminish  the number of difficult words and new 
concepts

• Simplify texts, shorten texts, using ‘light versions’of 
text books 

• Taking over classroom talk
• Become satisfied with facts rather than deepened 

understanding, lowering expectations
• Limited interaction and writing
• Individualized work in stead of cooperative work

…… a downward spiral

(Hajer & Meestringa, 2020)



Task complexity in CLIL
(Cummins, 2008; Gibbons, 2009)
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Task complexity in CLIL
(Cummins, 2008; Gibbons, 2009)
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Translanguaging?

• multilingualism is evident in schools: 
• 30 tot 50% of all pupils in NL speaks a different language 

at home, often in combination with DFutch
• Bovendien leren leerlingen op school meerdere talen

• Purposeful aknowledging, rewarding and applying 
multilingual competencies stimulates

• (Meta)linguistic compentence (e.g. Frijns & Sierens, 
2011; Jonckheere, 2011)

• Open mind to language and cultural diversity (e.g. 
Hajer & Spee, 2017)

• Wellbeing and identity growth (e.g. Van Avermaet, 
2015)

• But: common practice mainly monolingual (SLO, 2017)



www.inclusievevakdidactiek.nl

http://www.inclusievevakdidactiek.nl/


www.rutufoundation.org

http://www.rutofoundation.org/






Erasmus+: www.onestopclil.eu 

http://www.onestopclil.eu/


Whole school approach:

• Position paper
• Classroom guides
• Quality frameworks
• Questionnaires
• Case studies

And partner schools





CLIL for any subject

• Teaching and learning always through language

• Language-rich and language-sensitive 
pedagogy in any subject

• Subject-specific language and school/academic 
language



CLIL for every student

• Language-rich and language sensitive learning 
is essential for any student

• CLIL not only for the brightest or happy few

• Language matters at every level

• Language is part of identity



CLIL in any language

• CLIL not only about using/learning English L2

• CLIL also for teaching subject in ‘L1’

• CLIL means recognizing, rewarding and 

benefiting from any language

• Multilingual awareness

• All languages matter



Whole school approach:
CLIL in any (language) learning setting

• CLIL is not only about bilingual education
• CLIL is language-sensitive, interactive and 

content-rich education in multilingual and 
intercultural contexts

with focus on:
• Language and content aims
• Input, output and interaction
• Meaning, function and form
• Context, support and feedback
• Cognitively challenging tasks
• Valuing plurilingual and multicultural identities



Whole school conclusions

Applying CLIL pedagogies in any subject teaching 
supports subject learning and language learning

Language-aware subject teaching and content-aware 
language teaching builds bridges between:

• School subjects and languages
• Subject teachers and language teachers
• CLIL teams and ‘regular’ teams
• Pupils with a diversity of backgrounds
• Cultural identities



Context, interaction, language support 
in teacher logbooks

“Overall, as a beginning teacher I was surprised to 
find that I was already using some effective
language techniques in the classroom to 
encourage participation and to scaffold students
through learning. However, I feel that I need to 
improve my register of classroom talk to ensure
that I am clearly articulating myself, and modeling
appropriate speech to my students . . . I still
need to practice my oral language techniques in the 
classroom, to not only ensure maximum
student participation and learning, but also to 
ensure that I form an appropriate model for
student oral and written language.” (Love, 2009: 558)



Source: Escher
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